Course Title: Education for Children with Visual Impairment
Course No.: SNEd.526	Nature of course: Theoretical	
Level: M. Ed.	Credit Hours: 3 	 
Semester: Second 							 Teaching Hours: 48
								  
	
1. Course Description
This course deals with the conceptual and practical aspects concerned with vision, visual impairment and education of children with visual impairment. The course divulges about the anatomy and physiology of human eye, process of vision, and the historical review of education of children with visual impairment. Furthermore, it comprises concepts, characteristics, prevalence, types and causes of visual impairment. It entails about the adaptation of curriculum and environment for children with visual impairment, association of visual impairment with other impairments and educational placement of children with visual impairment.
 
2. General Objectives  
The general objectives of the course are stated below: 
· To acquaint the students with the anatomical and physiological aspects of human eye,  process of vision and the educational history of children with visual impairment
· To develop students' knowledge and perspectives regarding concepts, characteristics, prevalence, types and causes of visual impairment
· To provide students with the ways of adapting curriculum and environment for children with visual impairment 
· To develop students' knowledge about the association of visual impairment with other impairments.
· To familiarize the students with educational placement of children with visual impairment along with its effects on the child                                

3. Specific objectives and contents  

	Specific Objectives
	Contents

	
1. Identify the anatomical and physiological aspects of human eye 
1. Explain the visioning process
1. Review the history of education of children with visual impairment

	Unit 1: Human Eye, Vision and Education of Children with Visual Impairment          (8)          
1.1 Anatomical and Physiological Aspects of Human Eye 
1.2 Process of vision
1.2.1 Accommodation 
1.2.2 Visual Acuity and Its maturation
1.2.3 Refraction and Refractive Error
1.2.4 Visual Screening 
1.3 Historical Aspects
1.3.1 The Stages of rejection, liability, protection, integration and inclusion
1.3.2 Education of Children with Visual Impairment 
· Development of School
· Development of Services

	· Clarify the concept of visual impairment
· State educational and legal definitions of visual impairment
· Explain the characteristics of visual impairment
· Mention the prevalence of visual impairment
· Describe the types and causes of visual impairment 

	Unit 2: Concepts, Characteristics and Types of Visual Impairment                                (10)
2.1 Concepts of visual impairment
2.2  Educational and legal definitions of visual impairment    
2.3 Characteristics 
2.3.1 Cognition and language 
2.3.2 Motor development and mobility
2.3.3 Social adjustment and interaction 
2.4 Prevalence
2.5 Types and causes of visual impairments

	
1. Elucidate adaptations of curriculum and environment for students with visual impairment 
1. Explore ways to adapt aids and devices for students with visual impairment and low vision
1. Explain the concept of expanded core curriculum for students with visual impairment and low vision 
1. Identify ways to expand core curriculum for students with visual impairment and low vision
	Unit 3: Adaptation of Curriculum and Environment for Children with visual impairment                                               (12)
3.1 Aids and Devices for visual impairment
3.1.1 Use of Braille and Technical Aids
3.1.2 Tactile Aids and manipulations
3.1.3 Technological Aids for Reading Print
3.1.4 Computer Assisted learning 
3.2 Aids and Devices for Students with Low Vision
3.2.1 Optical Devices
3.2.2 Reading Print
3.2.3 Classroom Adaptations
3.3  Expanded Core Curriculum
3.3.1 Orientation and Mobility
3.3.2 Listening Skills
3.3.3 Functional Life Skills 

	
1. Explain visual impairment with other impairments: intellectual disability, deafness, cerebral palsy, learning disability 
1. Explain multiple handicaps in students with visual impairment 
	Unit 4: Visual Impairment with Other Impairments                                               (9)
4.1 Visual Impairment and intellectual disability 
4.2 Blindness-Deafness
4.3 Visual Impairment and cerebral Palsy  
4.4 Visual impairment and Learning Disability 
4.5 Multiple handicaps in students with visual impairment 

	
1. Describe educational placement for children with visual impairment 
1. Explain the effects of visual impairment on the child
	Unit V: Educational Placement and Effects of Visual Impairment                                  (9)
5.1 Educational placement
5.1.1 Inclusive classroom
5.1.2 Residential Schools
5.1.3 Itinerant teacher service
5.2 Effects of visual impairment on the child



Note:  The figures in the parentheses indicate the approximate teaching hours for the respective units. 
4. Instructional techniques: Two types of instructional techniques are suggested: general and specific to deliver the contents in the classroom. A brief account of these techniques is stated below:
	4.1 General instructional techniques
		The following techniques can be applied as general instruction:
· Lecture/illustrated talk with the use of multi-media projector
· Discussion
· Question-answer

	4.2 Specific instructional techniques
	The following specific instructional techniques are suggested for all units to ensure 	students’ active participation in teaching-learning process and make the teaching-learning 	research-oriented.

	Units
	Specific Instructional Techniques

	
	

	Unit 1
	Community-based Activity
Students will visit Eye Hospital for observing eye-check-up activities. Prepare and present observational report in the classroom followed by the teacher's feedback. 

	Unit II
	Classroom Presentation
The sub-topics of this unit are divided in different groups. Students will prepare the presentation notes on the given topics. The notes will be presented in the class followed by discussion and feedback.

	Unit III
	Case Study
Students will visit integrated schools and they will be asked to develop cases of children with visual impairment. The cases should include how the students are accommodated in the integrated setting. 
Presentation of the cases will be made in the classroom followed by discussion and feedback.

	Unit IV
	Individual Study
Students will explore ways to relate visual impairment with other impairment. Students will visit library and consult materials both electronic and printed. Based on the consultation, they will prepare a brief report and present in the classroom.

	Unit V
	Group Activity
Students in groups will visit residential school (special or integrated) for observing the existing facilities and identifying their needs. They will identify the gaps that exist between the facilities and the needs. They will prepare a brief report for presentation. 
The presentation will be followed by discussion and supplemented by teacher's comments.



1. Evaluation 
	5.1 Internal Evaluation 40% 
	Internal evaluation will be conducted by course teacher based on following activities.  
1. Attendance 							5 points
1. Participation in class activities 				5 points 
1. First assessment: written assignment				10 points 
1. Second assessment: paper writing or presentation or test	10 points 
1. Third assessment: test 					10 points
Total 								40 points 
	5.2 External Evaluation (Final Examination) 60%
Examination Section, Office of the Dean, Faculty of Education will conduct final examination at the end of semester with the following number of test items:
1. Objective questions (Multiple choice 10 questions x 1 point)	10 points 
1. Short answer questions (6 questions x 5 points)			30 points 
1. Long answer questions (2 questions x 10 points)			20 points
Total 										    60 points

1. Recommended Book and Reference  
Recommended Book
Jan, J. E., Freeman R. D. & Scott. E. P. (1977). Visual impairment in children and 	adolescents. New York San Francisco London: Grune & Stratton, Inc.

Reference
Heward, W. L. (2013). Exceptional children: An introduction to special education (10th ed.). Boston: Pearson 
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