Course Title: Assessment of Students with Special Needs
Course No.: SN.Ed 527	Nature of course: Theoretical
Level: M. Ed.	Credit Hours: 3
Semester: Second 							 Teaching Hours: 48
								  
	  
1. Course Description
This is an introductory course on assessment principles and practices related to students with special needs. The main purpose of the course is to develop students’ general conceptual knowledge, skills, and practices of assessment for children with special needs, including those with different types of disabilities. Assessment is essential to effective teaching and instructional planning. Therefore, emphasis is given on administration and interpretation of assessment test results from appropriate instruments applied in assessing children with and without disabilities. Further, it deals with the content areas as assessment of intelligence and IQ, language and speech, behavioral, perceptual, cognitive and sensory processing disorders.  

2. General  Objectives
 
 The general objectives of the course are stated below:
· To make the students knowledgeable about the basic concepts, principles and practices of assessment process in special needs education
· To prepare the students to have a deeper understanding in assessing and measuring cognitive, speech and language competency and behavioral functioning of children with developmental disabilities/special needs 
· To make the students able to select appropriate assessment instruments that are technically sound and appropriate to use with children of special needs
· To enable students with the skills of administering the test, analyzing and interpreting test results of assessments of children with special needs

3. Specific Objectives and Contents

	Specific Objectives
	Contents

	· Explain concepts, purpose and types of assessment.
·  Mention key principles and practices of assessment in relation to children with special needs.
· Describe models of assessment.
·  Identify major issues and concerns regarding identification and assessment system of PWDs in Nepal.
· Develop measures to assess  students' academic achievement
· Demonstrate Wechsler Individual Achievement Test-3rd Edi.(WIAT-III) to measure academic performance of children with special needs.
	Unit I:   Assessment of students with special needs     (12)                  
1.1 Assessment: Concepts, Purpose and Types
1.2 Principles and Practices of Assessment 
1.3 Models of Assessment
1.4 Issues and concerns  about identification and assessment system of  persons with disabilities(PWDs)  in Nepal 
1.5  Assessing students' academic achievement
1.5.1 Assessments of Reading
1.5.2 Assessments of Written Language
1.5.3 Assessments of Mathematics
1.6 Wechsler Individual Achievement Test-3rd Edi.(WIAT-III)

	· Describe developmental disabilities.
· Illustrate key elements in measuring intelligence.
· Outline the features of IQ tests.
· Explain nonverbal tests of intelligence.
· Explore key ideas in interpreting intelligence test results.
· Demonstrate Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children to measure IQ of children with special needs.

	Unit II:  Intellectual Evaluations and IQ Testing      (8)                               
2.1 Developmental Disabilities
2.2 Measuring Intelligence 
2.3 Tests of  intelligence quotient (IQ) 
2.4 Nonverbal Tests of Intelligence
2.5 Interpreting Intelligence Test Results
2.6 Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children –Revised IV
     (WISC-R-IV)


	· Assess speech and language skills of children with special needs 
· Explain receptive and expressive language skills.
· Prepare and use vocabulary tests.
· Explain speech and articulation test designed for children with speech and language impairments. 
· Identify pragmatic and social language evaluation techniques.
· Use the Test of Language Development to measure language development in speech and language impaired children.
	Unit III: Speech and Language Assessments            (10)                                 
3.1 Assessing Speech and Language Skills 
3.2 Receptive and Expressive Language
3.3 Vocabulary Tests
3.4 Speech and Articulation Tests
3.5 Pragmatics and Social Language Evaluations
3.6 Test of Language Development-Primary-4th Edi. (TOLD-P.4)


	· Explain procedures for assessing different disorders.
· Describe procedures of Assistive Technology (AT) for assessing quality of life of children with special needs.
· Use Test of Visual Perceptual Skills (TVPS) for children with special needs.
	Unit IV: Assessment of  Auditory, Visual  and Sensory Processing                                                  (10)
4.1 Assessment of  sensory disorders
4.1.1 Auditory Processing Disorders
4.1.2 Visual Processing Disorders
4.1.3 Sensory Processing Disorders
4.2 Assistive Technology Assessments
4.3 Test of Visual Perceptual Skills (TVPS)

	· Identify major characteristics of LD, EBD and ADHD 
· Explain procedures of assessing LD, EBD and  ADHD
· Differentiate adaptive and functional assessments
· Use Kaufman Assessment Battery to measure cognitive performance of children with LD, EBD and ADHD
	Unit V: Assessment of  Different Disorders              (8)                            
5.1 Characteristics : Learning Disabilities (LD), Emotional and Behaviour Disorders (EBD),  Attention-Deficit Hyperactivity Disorders (ADHD)
5.2   Assessing  LD, EBD  and  ADHD
5.3   Adaptive and Functional Behavior Assessments(FBA)
5.4 Kaufman Assessment Battery for Children-Revised 4th Edi.(K-ABC-R-IV)


Note:  The figures in the parentheses indicate the approximate teaching hours for the respective units. 
4. Instructional techniques
Two types of instructional techniques are suggested: general and specific to deliver the contents in the classroom. A brief account of these techniques is presented below:
4.1  General Instructional Techniques
      Lecture preferably with the use of multi-media projector will be an effective technique to all units. In addition, discussion, question-answer and quiz are suggested as general instructional techniques. Importantly, active participation of students should be ensured while using these techniques to make the teaching interactive. In order to generate discussion and brain storming exercises in the class, it is suggested that the teachers present introductory presentation on each unit’s relevant themes, problems, issues and challenges linking with the cases happening in relation to ‘Assessment of Students with Special Needs’. 
4.2  Specific instructional techniques
	For this course, following specific instructional techniques are suggested for selected units to ensure students’ active participation in teaching-learning process and make the 
  teaching-learning research-oriented.

	Units
	Specific Instructional Techniques

	Unit I: Assessment of students with  special needs

	Field work
Make students work in groups and arrange a visit to District Assessment Center.   Students will collect information on existing assessment systems in relation to the student’s academic performance and achievement.
Prepare and present a report followed by discussion and feedback.

	
Unit II: Intellectual Evaluations and IQ Testing 
	Presentation by Resource Person
Invite a resource person/professional/paraprofessional to present basic procedures applied in measuring and assessing IQ of children with special needs.
Make students work in group or individually to calculate mental age (MA) and chronological age (CA) in relation to testing intelligence (IQ) by following the procedures presented by the resource person.          

	Unit V: Assessment of  Different Disorders     
	Case Study                                                        
Divide the class into groups of students to observe and assess students with challenging behavior. 
Arrange a visit to school for this purpose. 
The groups of students will prepare and present their case reports followed by discussion and feedback.



5 Evaluation
5.1 Internal Assessment 40%
The concerned teacher will carry out the internal evaluation of the students based on the following criteria:
· Attendance 							05 points
· Participation in learning 					05 points
· First assessment 						10 points
· Second assessment 						10 points
· Third assessment						10 points
Total 							40 points
5.2 Semester/Final Examination 60%
Examination section, Dean’s Office, Faculty of Education will conduct semester/final examination at the end of each semester. The distribution of points for three types of questions is as follows: 
· Objective type questions (10 Multiple choice items x 1 point) 10 points
· Short answer questions (6 questions x 5 points) 		30 points
· Long answer questions (2 questions x 10 points) 		20 points
Total 							60 points


6.  Recommended books

Melissa L. F.,  Pamela D. W., & Peter W. D. (2014).   Wrightslaw: All about tests and assessments (For all units)
Overton, T. (2012). Assessing Learners with Special Needs: An Applied Approach (7th ed.) Boston Columbus, OH: Pearson  (For all units)
Pierangelo, R. & Giuliani, G. (2008).  Understanding assessment in the special education process: A step-by-step guide for educators. Thousand Oaks:  Corwin Press. (For units 1,2, 3 and 5) 
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