Course Title:
Education for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing                     

Course No:
SN Ed 
525





Nature of course: Theoretical                                                      Level:

M.Ed





            Credit Hours:
3


Semester:
Second​

                                                            Teaching Hours: 48












1. Course Description

The main intention of this course is to provide in-depth understanding of theories and practices of educating the deaf and hard of hearing students. This course provides an opportunity to develop basic research skills in the field of deaf education. The course provides an evidence-based approach to find ways and measures to help address the diverse needs of deaf children. It engages students to conduct brief case studies and field studies regarding the education of the deaf and hard of hearing children. 
2. General Objectives

The general objectives of this course are as follows:

· To make the students knowledgeable about the basic concepts of education for the deaf and hard of hearing and allied terms

· To provide the students with a deeper understanding of contribution of education for the deaf and hard of hearing
· To prepare the students to have wider knowledge on educational approaches to deafness and hard of hearing
· To enable the students to be conversant with social and emotional adjustment in deaf and hard of hearing children
· To familiarize the students with interpersonal relations of deaf and hard of hearing  children with their families
· To enhance the knowledge of students on early  intervention to deaf and hard of hearing children

· To make students aware of educational considerations of deaf and hard of hearing students  in schools  
· To prepare the students to link deafness with cognitive functioning. 
· To familiarize the students with the concept of sign language and manual communication. 
3. Specific Objectives and Contents 
	Specific Objectives
	Contents

	· Define deafness and hard of hearing
·  Identify the characteristics and prevalence of deafness 
· Identify the causes and prevention of deafness 
· Identify and assess deafness and hard of hearing
· Explain the anatomy and physiology of human ear and hearing
	Unit 1: Deafness and Hard of Hearing            (10)                          
1.1 Introduction to Deafness and Hard of Hearing                                                      1.1.1  Definitions, characteristics, and prevalence of deafness and hearing loss
1.1.2 Causes and preventions 
1.1.3 Identification and assessment 
1.2 Anatomy and physiology of human ear and hearing

	· Discuss the relation of a deaf child with family

·  Analyse the  impact of a deaf child in a family
· Suggest  parents for their deaf child’s entry into the formal school setting

· Explain the ways of satisfactory growth and development of a deaf child.
	Unit II: Families with deaf individuals: Inter Personal Relations                                 (10)                                                                                            
2.1 Relation of deaf child with family

2.2 Impact of a deaf child in a family

2.3 Entrance into the formal educational settings
2.4 Facilitation for satisfactory growth and development

	· Explain cognitive functioning in a deaf child focusing on metacognitive theory
· Elucidate social- emotional adjustment in deafness.
	Unit 3: Cognitive Functioning and Adjustment    (8)                                               
3.1  Deafness and cognitive functioning

3.1.1  Attention and Perception
3.1.2  Modes, Codes, and Nodes
3.1.3  Visual Imagery and Visual Cognition
3.1.4  Memory: Working Memory, Semantic   Memory and  Mental Lexicon
3.1.5  Strategic Utilization of Knowledge
3.1.6  Metacognition theory
3.2  Deafness and social-emotional adjustment

	· Identify the communication options for children with deaf and hard of hearing
· State the types of manual communication 
· Describe the concept of sign language with reference to NSL and ESL 

· Illustrate the artificial signing system 
· Discuss the issues and challenges in teaching and using sign language in Nepal 
· Explain technological supports in teaching children with deaf and hard of hearing.
	Unit 4: Sign Language, Manual Communication and Technological Support                              (12)                               
4.1  Communication options for children with deaf and   hard of hearing 

4.2  Manual communications

4.2.1   Sign languages: Nepali Sign Language (NSL) and English Sign Language (ESL)
4.2.2   Artificial signing system

4.3 Issues and challenges in teaching and using sign language in Nepal

4.4 Technological supports: 
4.4.1 Amplification: Loop, infrared and FM system

4.4.2 Supplementation: Cochlear implants

	· Explicate educational approaches to deafness
· Discuss educational considerations with respect to placements of children with deafness and hard of hearing at different levels
· Mention appropriate intervention strategies to preschool, basic school and secondary school students 
	Unit 5: Early Interventions and Educational Considerations of Deafness and Hard of Hearing                           (8)

5.1 Educational approaches to deafness 
5.2 Educational considerations
5.2.1 Preschool placement
5.2.2 Basic education placement
5.2.3 Secondary education placement
5.3 Intervention strategies

5.3.1 Early intervention 

5.3.2 Preschool 
5.3.3 Basic level
5.3.4 Secondary level


Note: The figures in the parentheses indicate approximate hours allotted to each unit.

4.    Instructional techniques: Two types of instructional techniques are suggested: general and specific to deliver the contents in the classroom. A brief account of these techniques is stated below:
4.1 General instructional techniques 

General instructional techniques are those techniques, which are applicable to most of the units. These include lecture, discussion and question-answer. Active participation of students should be ensured while using these techniques to make the teaching interactive. It is suggested to use multi-media projector to make their more effective. It is also suggested to present relevant themes, problems, issues and challenges linking with the cases happening in the field of special needs education in Nepal to generate discussion and brain storming exercises in the class.

4.2 Specific instructional techniques


Specific instructional techniques are suggested for all units to ensure students’ active participation in teaching-learning process and to involve research-oriented activities in the teaching-learning.

	Units
	Specific Instructional Techniques

	Unit 1
Introduction to Deafness and Hard of Hearing                                                      

	Presentation by Resource Persons
Invite professionals or paraprofessionals as resource person: Doctor, sign language interpreter, parents of the child with deaf and hard of hearing, deaf students having higher education

	Unit 2
Families with deaf individuals: Inter Personal Relations                           
	Home Visit

Organize a short visit to a deaf child’s parents and let students interact on the given topic according to the course. Prepare and present the report after visit.

	Unit 3

Cognitive Functioning and Adjustment                     
	Round Table Discussion

Organize a round table discussion in the class and let every student participate in the discussion on cognitive functioning and social-emotional adjustment of children with deaf and hard of hearing. Help students draw conclusions from the discussion. 

	Unit 4 
Communication options for a child who is deaf or hard of hearing 


	School Visit                                                            
Organize a visit to deaf school and let students observe the communication in the classroom. Prepare the report after class observation. 

	Unit 5 
Educational approaches to deafness and hearing loss


	School Visit
Arrange a visit to deaf special school and an integrated school with resource class for deaf and hard of hearing. Divide students in different groups as per the situation of the classroom. Let them observe classroom activities in the reference of active learning in different subjects. 


Note: Specific instructional techniques mentioned above are suggestive activities. Teachers can use appropriate instructional of their own.

5. Evaluation

5.1 Internal Assessment 40%

The concerned teacher will carry out the internal evaluation of the students based on the following criteria:

· Attendance 






05 points

· Participation in learning 




05 points

· First assessment 





10 points

· Second assessment 




10 points

· Third assessment





10 points

Total 






40 points

5.2 Semester/Final Examination 60%

Examination section, Dean’s Office, Faculty of Education will conduct semester/final examination at the end of each semester. The distribution of points for three types of questions is as follows: 

· Objective type questions (10 Multiple choice items x 1 point) 10 points

· Short answer questions (6 questions x 5 points) 

30 points

· Long answer questions (2 questions x 10 points) 

20 points

Total 






60 points
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